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with Massachusetts in ratifying the Constitution they might find
it difficult to become a separate state, as they desired.
On the whole there were more wordless prejudices than articu-
late principles among the Antifederalists. In debate they were no
match for their opponents, who included Governor John Han-
cock, the former governor James Bowdoin, and, as Gorhain
wrote to Madison, "three judges of the supreme court, fifteen
members of the Senate^ twenty from among the most respectable
of the clergy, ten or twelve of the first characters at the bar5
judges of probate^ high sheriffs of counties/7 besides three gen™
erals of the Continental Army and the three delegates from
Massachusetts—Gorhain, King, and Strong—who bad signed the
Constitution* Geny was invited by the convention to be present
to answer questions, but lie was not a member.
Aware of the strength of the Antifederalists when the con-
vention met in the State House on January 9, the Federalists
after several days spent in preliminaries managed on the 14th
to get a vote, moved by Strong, that the convention would take
up the Constitution paragraph by paragraph before trying to
coine to any decision on the whole. This meant that the Fed-
eralist leaders would have every opportunity to explain the
provisions in detail and so win a gradual assent which would
not be given to the whole at the outset. They managed also to
get the sessions transferred from the State House to the church
in Long Lane, which had room in the gallery for "a vast many
people** who were as a rule Federalist in sympathy.
Most important of all, the Federalists managed to win John
Hancock to active support of a cause to which he at first cau-
tiously refused to commit himself. A popular figure in the state,
on accoojit of ids attitude toward the Shays rebels, he was
elected president of the convention on the opening day. But,
alleging an attack of the gout which tad more than once saved
him from taking part in controverted affairs, he did not put in
an appearance till January SO; and then only after he tad been
told by King and -the others that, if Virginia did not ratify the
Constitution, which he was told was "problematical" then Han-
cock would be the "only fair candidate for President." This was
enough to win him over. He had been bitterly disappointed in
June 1775 when he aspired to be commander in chief and had

